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. Indisposition has' prevented us from  continu-
ding this week the subject presented in two or
sthree of our last issues under thishead. But, as
.we desire to resume at ag early a day as practi-
cable, we keepin-the heading and present the
reader with the fqllowing, which, though we do
not fully endorse all it contains, will never-
theless be found to present some good sugges-
tions. - L L

THE RIGOT KIND OF POLITICAL PREACHING.

. A writer in the New York Evangelist says:
. T preached the gospel pointedly; each sermon
was full of points, around the main point, I
preached it doctrinally; treating the doctrines in
such a common-sense and pointed manner, that
they ‘must be. understood. and remembered. I
preached it pracically, taking up all ‘of men’s
duties and delinquencies, thé' minut of life,

‘applied the gospel rales o them." Thesqe" things
they took to their. families, talked ahout them,
searclied the Scriptures to “sce if they were so,
aud finding that they were, they carried them out’
into their daily duties. * Thus they had access to
the schools and everywheére. - The fountain that!
flows from the sanctuary should. be of. sufficient
volume to reach and supply the whole place; and

sfficiently pure to bless aud renovate society. If
it is so, the minister need “ivot “run his legs off”
in visiting every shop, and store; and farm, and

school-house -in- the region; he can spend . his
time to- better. purposes, in:his study and in his
closet. . =~ . A

Immoral practices and peglect of the laws of
thie land become more and mére grievous in thé
eyes of the people. They spake against'them at
home and abroad, and when. the time for the
election came they were careful to select good
men for office; and in the administration of the
laws, they sustained them with their approba-
tion and influence. ~As a natural result of this,
some persons who could not be reclaimed, coulil
not live cdmfortably in such a community, and-
gold out, if they had anything to sell, and moved
away, for the good of the society. Thisinfluence
in the elections weakened party spirit, and some-
times caused men to leave their party, and support
one in which there was more of the moral cle-
ment. ~ Yet I never preached politics, never elec-
tioneered, and very seldom' voted. It was said
to me sometimes: ‘It is your privilege and duty,
as an American citizen; but not as a minister of
Christ” ‘Why not?’ ‘Because I am doing
more for the right party, by the preaching of the
gospel, than any other man in town.. But if I
should take sides, or even vote, I should weaken
my moral influence. The party which I favor
might gain my vote; but it would lose an in-
fluence ;which might give it a dozen votes, as well
ag purify its;principles.’ ‘True-—that is so, and
in fact, your moral influence will be better in this
town, if youdou’t vote,” ¢ For my moral influence
I live.

My father was a soldier of the Revolution, and
‘one of the first things I learned was that he
-toiled and suffered to gain the blessings of civil
-and religious liberty, When a child, I have often
sat by the parental! fireside, and heard him talk
.of these things until my young heart burned
within me to do something for my country. In
Jny labors recorded above, I was doing something
for-.it, even more than my father did in that
war, ‘ .

1. The gospel which I preached was confirm-
ing those principles which he strove to estab-
lish, so that all the earth could not eradicate
them. :

2. This gospel was developing, puriflying and
‘extending those principles, far beyond what was
kunown. My labors, with those of my brethren
in the ministry, have tended to improve and
.perpetuate this blessed heritage, which God
gave us through our fathers. Yea, I am assured
that we ure doing incalculably more, in this line,
than all the Congressmen, Legislators, Judges,
and other officers, in the laud. And I am bot
mad, ‘ most noble Festus,” when I say so. I am
sure that I speak the words of trath and sober-
ness. Are we ministers, then, Philanthropists,
Patriots, Benevelent men? If so, we thank God,
that as such, we are doing the yvery best thing,
in kind, which we could do. No mau shall make
our glory void. We do rejoice and will rejoice,
more than all the noble, mighty, and rich, as such,
can. There are no purer and loftier aspiratious
on earth, than those which we have. "There are
‘no men who gain their objects as satisfactorily as
we do. What has been done is small compared
with what will be done in future generations. In
that, too, we rejoice prospectively.  All that will
be done on earth is small in comparison with the
glory which shall be revealed in the saints in
heaven. Lot chose the rich vale of Jordan as
an habitation, and the wealthy city of Sodom,
-and left the poor hills to Abrabam. After he
lost his property and a part of his family, and
witnessed the disgrace of the rest, Isaac the son
of promise, was born.

When kingdoms come to an end, and the
mighty labors of conquerers ard statesmen have,
with them, vanished like smoke, we shall be
crowned as kings, and arrayed as priests unto
God; and our honors and inheritance shall have.
no end. Paysou’s apprehension was the true one,
when he said, that if ministers viewed the privi-
leges of thelr office in a proper light, they would
proclaim their joy in the streets. Do we then
spcak of trials and endurance? What if we
sometimes want more or better food; or what if
we are sometimes uncomfortably clad by day or
by night? ’

My father suffered hunger in the Revolution,
nearly to starvation; and Suffered cold, so that
he carried the marks of it for three score years.
He lost a brother amidst the carnage of battle.
Yet he gloried in that struggle, and its results.
“We have not suffered as the men of those times
did, yet the return of our labors here is greater
than their's was; and we have a reward hereaf-
ter, which ‘eye hath not seen, nor ear heard.” 1
pray God for vision, to see the light that illnmi-
nates this side of the subject, and for strength to
£0 forward and labor, until the end.

A Touching Letter.

We. received the other day a private letter
from one of our superannualed preachers, from
which we muke the following extracts, omit-
ting names and dates. We know the man well.
He is good and true, and not at all likely of him-
“self to make such feelings as expressed in the
letter public. We do that, and bopes ome good
may result from the course,

February 24.
Mr. Epiror: It has been a long time siuce I
addrissed you. 1 used to like to write to my
friends.  Now I um sad and feel but little like
“writing. T feel as thongh 1 was useless, 8
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burthen, O to have such feelings, to be in such a
state, I know not what will become of poor me!
I am left to the bitter reflection that I shall
never be worth any thing to the Church any
more. I shall probably never see my brethren,
many of them again in this life. = O how gloomy
the thought when confined entirely to this world.
If it were not for the Ckristian’s hope, O how
dark the world. I never desired to live but to
be happy by beiug useful, and now that I seem
to be useless I have no pleasure in living. It is
true I feel a deep interest in the Church, the
word, and especially my family, but all I can do
is to send up the breathings of my soul to him
who knows all things and who will do right.

While I try to write, my heart is full and my
eyes run over and relieve themselves of their
burthen.

I am living here in my own house. Thank God
T have s honse. It is a good thing, but a house

$i"ri.t':.e:l'hi{afsf'Xlifeue“ﬁ fﬁglih,r'(‘i'est]tjxﬁe I have seen, and
but for my boys I know not what we should have
done. They have by their own cfiorts supplied
‘us with the necessaries of life, and I hope if times
will only get a little easier we will not suffer. I
am a little in debt that troubles me. I wascom-
pelled to go in debt a little to get my house. I
had a little means but not quite enough. I am
trusting in Grod for a way to be opened. Iknow
not how it will be,. I have lived and labored for
a number of years in the belief that God would
see to me and my family: if he does not, I know
not how we can do. v ‘

" I have not tried to preach but once since last
May; that was the 1st Sab. in thismonth; I receiv-
ed considerable injury, and have not been so well
since. I promised the brethren here to preach
once & month; I know not how it will be; I am
not able, a great portion of the time to do any-
thing; I cannot travel at all, and if I could I
have no means of conveyance, as I was com-
pelled to sell my horse and buggy last year, owing
to my affliction, &e.

I am writing a great deal more than I intend-
ed. I was just wondering if it would not try
your patience to read so long a letter, unless it
was more.interesting. I should like to see you,
Bro. Mc., but I may not till we get home. Give
my respects to all the brethren of my acquaint-
auce in the city, and take to yourself a large
portion. ’

For the St, Louis Christian Advecate.

The Charity of Methodism.

- It is a curious yet not wonderful fact, that the
peculiarities of the Calvinistic creed, by which
the people of God are represented as being
elected as such from all eternity, by the arbi-
trary determination of God, and, as thus elected,
never to be lost forever, produce, wherever they
can secure contact, a certain uncharitableness as
well as exclusiveness, as surely as that cause in
any event is followed by effect. When the whole
of these peculiarities are embraced, the bigotry
which ensnes, in-all its uncharitable aspects, is
intolerable.  And even where but a part of
them are embraced, there is ‘a proportionate su-
perciliousness and pharisaism exhibited. Our
poor, weak human nature cannot sustain sach a
weight of honor as is assumed in the claim of be-
ing exclusively and forever the dearly loved of
Heaven; there will be, as of necessity, a certain
juantiness and buckram stiffness towards all the
reprobate around us; and, “I am bholier and
more privileged than thou,” gleams out from the
frontlet above the eyes. But there is an espe-
cial officiousness of dignity and hauteur aroused
in the subjects of these exclusive and self-glori-
fying claims, by “he opposition that would storm
their airy citadel, and scatter the mists that com-
pose their very delectable habitation. Calvin-
ists are exceedingly supercilious if not vindictive
towards Arminians. DBut what has all this to
do with Methodism, and especially with the
charity of Methodism? This much: Methodism
is wholly unencumbered by this weight of self-
glorification, and claims nothing that has the
least teudency to render it exclusive and arro-
gant. And there is something else of a kindred
seeds of exclusiveness and -pharisaism, and as
rank in its growth as the other weeds glanced
at, which also belongs not Methodism, to dwarf
it and destroy its efficiency, to wit: The exclu-
sive immersion and close communion. theory.
Methodism is free from all these theories that
distort and disfigure the practice of their vota-
ries aud advocates. Her system embraces all,
apon the same conditions, in the great plan of
‘salvation, making no distinctions in the whole
race of man, but such as necessarily follow from
belief and unbelief. Her rite of baptism admits
of the various modes wh:ch have become matters
of choice anmiong Christian men, while her com-
munion table is open to all the baptized, by what-
ever mode they may have been initiated into the
various Christian churches. She admits no rea-
sons for exclasion frum her pale but sin, nor are
any denied admission therein but such as con.
tinue to live in sin; her terms of admission be-
ing simply a desire to flee from the wrath to
come, and to be saved from sin, manifested by a
suitable life. There is no requirement of an ex-
perience of the deep things of God, and of a

ltitle to life eternal, inalienable eveu by sin, in

order to communication of her privileges and im-
munities; though at the same time she holds out
as attainable by all, and as obligatory as a pur-
suit upon all her members, a very high state of
grace in this life. She receives all who come
with humbling views of themsclves, and then
spreads before them the ample board ?1 the Gos-
pel, crowded with its delectable things. The
poor in this world’s goods are no less welcome
thun the favored sons of fortune; and only where
the world has crept in by insidious advances, and
overturned her original Seriptaral policy, has she
seats in ler charehes denied to the poor and out-
cast of this world. ’

Asa _very natural consequence

not, il we need though it is all we have. This

character, which it is well to name, as full of the

cy, where other churches are out on the hue and
cry against each other, and especially against
herself, Mcthodism joins not in the crusade, nor
takes belligerent action, and fights never but in
the defence and maintenance of her doctrines and
government. Whatever and how numerous so-
ever may be the heresies in her sister churches,
she never abuses them individually for those
heresies, but combats the evils themselves, leav-
ing their subjects either to desert or defend them
as they may choose. The sin and not the sinner
she reviles She has never breathed the spirit
of persecution from her infancy and weakness up
to the time of her strength and influence and
glory; though she herself, both in her weakness
aund in her strength, has been the subject of per-
secution and much abuse. Pavr FoNTAINE.

For the St. Louis Christlan Advocate.
Education, as Dependent upon our Church
Literature.

*.That “we mast educate,” has long since be-
come a fized fact among us as a people; and the
practical results that are seen in every avenue of

society mark the importance of the decision.

Yet, while this national watchword is upon the
lips of all, from the statesman to the schoolboy,
comparatively few, perhaps, fully grasp the mean-
ing of the words they utter; else, we, as a peo-
ple, are knowingly wofully deficient in carrying
into effect so evident a proposition. For, as we
conceive, in an education—so to be perfect in its
grade—the moral culture must ever keep pace
with the.intellectual attainments; otherwise, the
equilibrium of the mind is destroyed, and life, a
pondcrous piece of mechanism, bereft of its bal-
ance wheel, it often performs the most grotesque
and dangerous evolutions. ‘‘Knowledge is pow-
er” But, unless that power is guided by the
moral restraints, like the strength of an uncurbed
steed, it becomes a potent instrument for -evil.
The ivfidelity of France, and the rationalism of
Germany, plainly illustrate this point. We decem
no education finished, whatever be the intellec-
tual " attainments, that has not developed the
moral man to that same extent. Man’s moral
nature is as much a part of him as his intellec-
tual or physical; and, since his fall, one is as
much the creature of education as the other.
Hence, that system which would develop one of
thesé to the neglect of the other, violates a law
of his creation, and and dwarfs every power of
his nature.

We must educate; but we must educate the
whole man. Every power that God has. given
man, moral, physical and intellectual, must be
developed in order to a proper development of
every other power. Sach is the harmony insti-
tuted by our Creator in the formation of our
complex nature. Happily for us, as a people,
the school in which our fathers were trained was
one of hardship and peril—one that called into
exercise every moral, physical and intellectual
power. Thus making their education complete
in its kind, and, under the guidance of heaven,
forming men whose like for honor, virtue, and a
high-souled appreciation of right, the world has
never seen, Thrice happy had we been had our
moral growth kept pace with our intellectual
advancement. For, with all our achievements
in science and literature, we must deprecate the

'spirit, so rife among us, that would develop the

intellect by a sacrafice of the morals,- For Ma-
son spake truly, when he said, “ He who acquires
an education at the expense of his morals, is the
worse for his edncation.” Aside from the hurt-
ful influence that is being exerted in our schools,
in this respect, there is another poteut engine for
evil, which ig®silently, yet no less surely, corrupt-
ing the morals and dwarfing the intellect of our
people. I mean the light literature of the day,
Our people will read, and this very fact bas
called forth a ““thousand and one” catch-penny
authors, whose productions depend for their cir

culation alone npon the indiscriminate, wholesale
manner in which our youths indulge. . Thus the
demand creates the supply, and, again, the sup-
ply begets the demand. Now, this habit of care-
less reading is acquired often at an early age, by
the neglect to place into the hands of the child
books both useful and entertaining. The worth-
less novel, that affords no food for the mind, much
less for the morals, is often the companion of the
young, because they have nothing else to read.
Thus & vitiated taste is formed, which nothing
but these ‘‘far fetched” fancies will satisty.
This too often results in a sacrifice of mind and
morals, which, under proper training, might have
made their possessor a bright ornament to so-
ciety. An obligation rests somewhere to correct
this evil, and save our generation from the moral
degeneration that threatens us. For I hold it,
as axiomic truth, that in proportion as our mor-
als decline, our influence as a scieutific and truly

literary people will diminish. National pride
ought to prove a check to this ruinous system of
moral and intellectual suicide. But even this
has become false and fictitious to a great®extent.
What is to be done? Our literature, poisoned
and corrupted as it is, by the productions of
reckless authors and false philosophers, must be
purified aund fit food for the moral and mental
man. Now, as we conceive, the Church posses-
ses the only motive power that can do this. Her
literature must supercede the trashy novels and
romances of the day. Ewmbodying ler doctrines,
the doctrines of the Bible, “like apples of gold
in pictures of silver,” the productions of her press
must go forth into every nook and corner of our
vast domain, scattering like chaff the volatile
emanations of prostitute presses, and giving a
vigorous, healthy tone to the public mind. Here
is a work that mcets the most ardent desire of
the faithful mivister of the cross to do good.
Throngh him, as the distributor of our books, the
wise and good of every age may speak. Tools
may talk about the disgrace of being “ hook ped-
lars,” &c. Dit we have the example of the
greatest and best men. Bishop Asbury, when
too aged and infirm to preach, is said to have

of all this poli-

gone round distributing Bibles and other good

books, remarking that whatever might be the
result of his previous labors, he was sure he was
now doing a good work. If we would be suc-
cessful, as'ministers, we must bring maw’s pas-
sions under moral restraint. Now the tendency
of our light literature is to remove moral restraint
and excite passion. And since our people will
read, the only remedy for the evil and its results
is to give them something to rcad, which, while
it supplants these mental and moral corruptors,
will also implant the principles of virtue and in-
telligence. We may lecture for hours against
the last novel of Dickens, or Bulwer, but unless
we can supércede it by a literary production of
our-own, the future course of those who hear us
will give the lic to our words. The people will
have books,"and we, as ministers, can and must
supply them, or else forever seal our lips on the
subject of novel reading. More anon.

J. H. PrrrcreTT.

Council ‘Grove, Teb. 16, 1858,

For the 8t, Louis Ohristian Advccate.
The Paschal Lamb.

As the warm flush of thought is unsealing the
long forgotten tombs of the past, the mind dives
deep into their hidden treasures and bids their
enslaved captives arouse and come forth in all the
beauty and glory that shoie around them when
the day-star of prosperity lingered over their
heads. Then the bright-winged messenger, im-
agination, presents to our view former genera-
tions as they watched the lowing herds grazing
on the mountain sides; sat beneath their own
vine-clad arbors ; or trod the streets of some au-
cient and now ruined city.

The magnificent dwellings and lordly mansions
seem again to be crowded with the gay and noble
who, centuries ago, thronged their stately halls:
yea, kingly thrones rise before us in all their an-
cient splendor and greatness. Wandering far,
far back, we enter the portals of the princely
palace, linger in its gorgeous halls, or even stand
in the very presence of great Pharaoh. While
gazing around upon the magnificence of his throne,
beholding all the ancient court paying him hom-
age, our eyes rest upon wo strange though digni-
fied forms, turning dispairingly from his presence,as
they hear the words “Be gone | forin the day thou
seest my face again thou shalt surely die.” Day
after day these two had stood pleading before the
king; miracle after miracle had been performed;
but as a more terrible visitation of Divine dis-
pleasure was threatened, Moses and Aaron were
haughtily rejected, and thus abraptly thrust from
his presence. What was to be done ? were God’s
purposes to be thus thwarted ? One more strug-
gle, and all is over : the king must either yield,
or the people forever submit to the unjust require-
ments of their tyrannical lord. Israel would
have given up all, but hope, that blessed star that
peers through misery’s darkest cloud, ever and
anon shed a few feeble rays upon their weary
path, till they were cheered with brighter pros-
pects, and resolved, in cbedience to God’s com-
mand, to prepare for the final and most awful
demonstration of the Almighty’s anger.

It is vight : pale luna has not sought her sil-
very throne ; not one ray of starlight pierces
through the mystic darkness to point the weary-
traveller his lonely road, but all nature seems to
vail her face in clouds. Amid this gloom, wan-
der to the plains of Goshen : entering the houses
there, behold the doorposts are besprinkled with
blood, and those within, clothed in the traveller’s
dress, eat hurriedly of a roasted lamb. But
leave these peaceful dwellings, and, while the
earth is wrapt in gloom, through the dimly lighted
street wend your way to the abodes of Egyptian
luxury. Enter some lordly mansion ; the hour
of midnight is drawing near ; list | the angel of
death flaps his sable wings over the couch of the
quiet slumberer, and, folding his icy arms around
his victim, chills the life-blood in the pride and
hope of that family. Follow him as he quickly
forsakes this abode, seeks another, and leaves no
Egyptian bomestead, from the king’s palace to
the peasant’s cot, where the first-born does not
calmly sink into an eternal repose, while he, with
poisoned wing, fanned its brow. But as he nears
the habitation of God’s chosen ones, beholding
the marks of innocent blood upon the doorpost,
he pauses in his onward flight of destruction, for
an unseen hand protects all those who shield *
themselves with the atoning blood of ihe Paschal
Lamb. i

Ere morning’s dawn, what shrieks of anguish
rend the air, as many a fond mother beholds her
idolized child cold and motionless in the embrace
of death ; and many a gray-haired father weeps:
bitter tears over the lifeless form of him whom he
had hoped would be his stay and comfort on
earth, and, when his freed spirit had™plumed its
wings for the brighter habitations of his gods,
would lay his care-worn body down, sweetly to
rest in the grave of his fathers! As the eryand
echoing wail of angnish at one end of the Egyp-
tian kingdom responded to the outburst of grief
at the other, the mighty men of the nation arose
in haste and stood before the king, entreating him
to delay not, but guickly send Israel away, lest
they all be-dead men.

When the host of Israel heard this welcome
news, what joy—what indescribable joy filled
their hearts, as hurriedly they prepared to leave
the land of their crael bondage, and go up to
dwell among those verdant hills and waving vales
where, unmolested, they could rear the burning
altars before their blessed Deliveror !

After they had entered Canaaw’s rosy bowers,
and felt as free from the cruel yoke of oppression
as the merry warbler that guily chanted its
Maker’s prises, did they forget the Paschal
Lamb? Surely net, for many hearts throbbed
with joyful emotions as they looked forward to
the yearly feast of the Passover. DBut have we
no Paschal Lamb ! Ab, yes! His precious blood
crimsoned Calvary’s top, and even now atones
for the many sins of erring man, With it sprin-
kled upon our hearts, we may pass through the
chequered scenes of life, and on entering the dark

-

-

10 bearing. upen the subject.
- 902, are translated by seventeen different words,

angel will pause, with uplifted dart, unable to
strike the fatal blow, while our spirits are sanc-
tified with redeeming blood. Then, unharmed,
we may pass on, till the gloom that sarrounds us
is lost in the pure, heavenly light which emanates
from the New Jerusalem, as the golden gate is
turned and we are ushered within its jasper
walls, there te behold the Lamb that was slain,
glorified and seated upon the mediatorial throne,
while all the heavenly host, bowing in holy
adoration, cast their glittering crown at His feet,
and myriads of ransomed spirits, waving their
palms of victory on high, make the everlasting
arches ring with their new-born songs of praise.
Columbia, Mo. EvrLa Bawr.

For the St. Louls Christlan Advocate.
Much Water.
Mke. Ebiror:—I find the following article in an

cal, published in Danville, Ky., in 1829, devoted to
the discussion of baptism. Asit is a complete
aud triumphant rescue of the Greek prepositions
from a watery grave, and a Scriptural regulation
of their application and force in making up the
conclusion as to the mode of baptism, I doubt not
the propricty of offering it to the readers of your
Advocate.  Respectfully, F. M. Excuisn.
"5S¢. Louis, March 3, 1858.

ON THE GREEK PREPOSITIONS, Apo, En, Lis, Ek, as
CONNECTED WITH BAPTISM.

Those who are acquainted with the sentiments
of the Baptist community, respecting immersion,
know that they lay great stress on the use of the
words in, info, and out of, as found in our Eng-
lish translation of the New Testament, This is
peculiarly the case with those of them who do
not tinderstand the Greek original. When they
read that the multitude were baptized of John
in Jordan; that Jesus Christ went up straight-
way out of the water; that Philip and the Eu-
nuch went down snto the water, and came up out
of the water, their minds are filled with trivmph,
and they flatter themselves that the proof of bap-
tism by immersion is complete. Now if it were
so, that the Greek prepositions translated in, info,
and owt of, never meant anything else but what
we understand by these English words used in a
literal sense, then indeed would our Baptist
friends be more excusable in trusting to such ex-
pressions.  But let the inspired original be ex-
amined, and their triumphing will be short; for
there we find the Greek preposltions used in sach
a manner that it would, in numerous instances,
entirely destroy the sense to translate them ¢n,
into, and out of: nay, that each of them is ren-
dered by more than a dozen different words in our
English version.

Learned men have taken the trouble to exam-
ine the use and translation of these prepositions,
in every instance where they were found in the
writings of the four Evangelists-—including Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, John, and the Acts of the
Apostles, for in these books alone are they used
relative to baptism; aud it appears clearly from
these examinations, that they, as well as other
prepositions, must be differently trauslated in
different places of the same book, because they
change their meaning according to the circum-
stances of the case wherein they are used. It
may be profitable, then, to attend to the use of
these four little words in the writings of the
Evangelists, and the result will, if I mistake not,
convince every unprejudiced mind, that it is fu-
tile to build a system in favor of immersion on the
phrases already mentioned, as found iu our Eng-
lish translation.

1. Aro.—This is the word translated out of

in Matt. iii. 16, where it says, “Jesus went up
straightway out of the water.” Apo is used 423
times in the five books mentioned above; of
which 17 are involved in other words, or ren-
dered adverbially, so that there is no distinct
word in Euglish answering to Ape in Greck.
The rest, 406, arc translated by Eoglish prepo-
sitions thirteen different ways, viz: from, of, out
of, for, since, off, with, at, away, by, out, ago,
upon. It is translated from 335 times; and this
is a majority of the whole. It is translated of 92
times; out of 42; for 11; since T; and the rest
are too few to be mentioned, :
2. En,—This is the word trapslated in, Matt,
iii. 6. “Aund were baptized of him iz Jordan.”
It is used 1033 times, of which 69 are so used
that we have no Euglish word answering to the
original. The rest, 964, are translated by seven-
teen different words, viz: in, at, by, with, among,
wilhin, for, wnder, through, on, before, unto, into,
about, over, of, to. In a majority of iustances it
is rendered én. It is translated at 56 times; by
44; with 42; among 45; on 30; the others are
less.

3. E1s.—This is the word rendered iuto iu
Acts viii. 38, ““They went down both tnfo the
water.” Eisis used 955 times, 53 of which have
The remaiuder,

viz: nto, n, unto, to, for, of, by, umong, against,
at, upon, towards, throughout, on, from, concern
ing, before. It is rendered into 388 times, to 188;
unto 975 en 86; on 45; for 28; at 18; against
18; the others are less, as 10, 8, &ec.

4. Ex.—This is the word translated out of -in
Acts viii, 38, ““And when they came up out of
the water.” It is found 446 times, eleven of
which- must be set aside. The remainder, 435,
are rendered in English thirteen different ways,
viz: of, from, out of, among, by, for, on, away,
wilh, off, unto, since, at. 1t is trauslated of 191
times; from 102; out of 17; on 30; with 17; the
rest less, 6, 4, &c.

F'rom the foregoing examination, it is evident
that nothing decisive as to the mode of baptism
can be learned from the use uf these prepositions.
Their meaning is to be determined by the cir-
cumstances of the case, and as these were so va-
rious it was next to impossible for our transla-
tors always to have given the exact shade of
meaning intended by the original writer; unless
we helieve them to be juspired, which no one will
contend for.  How mauy persons are there who
build their faith respecting immersion on the sin-
gle expression made in Matt, iii. 16, *“And Jesus
went up straightway out of (Apo) the water?”
And many preachers, too, trusting to the sound
of these words, call upon siuners to follow their
Master into the Liquid grave.

Now we have already shown that this word
Apo, from the travslation of which, in Matt. iii.
16, these persous coucluded that Christ was bur-
icd uvuder the watcr, is translated simply from
235 times in the five books of the New Testa-
ment; while it is rendered out of only 42 times.
In the Tth verse of this same chapter of Matthew
we read, “Q generation of vipers who hath
warned you to fiee from (Apo) the wrath to
come.” To translate the word here out of, wouald
destray the seuse; and indeed this would be the
case in many other places of the Gospel by Mat-
thew. Hence we say, that it oughit to have been

reudered fromin the 1Gth verse, as its usual and

old work, “The Pedgbaptist,” a monthly periodi-.
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valley this side of cternity the soul’s destroying : common weaning; and if this had been the case,

the time now spent by preachers in culling upon
men to follow their Master into the liquid grave,
might have heen profitably occnpied in preaching
repentance towards God, and faith towards our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Should any one be disposed to plead for im-
mersion, because it is written in Matt. iii. 6, that
John baptized i (En) Jordan, let him examine
the 11th verse, where it is said, corncerning Christ,
“He shall baptize you with (En) the Holy
Ghost and fire,” This prophesy was fulfilled on
the day of Pentecost, when tho disciples were
“filled with the Holy Ghost, aud cloven tongues
like fire sa¢ upon each of them.” They were not
in the Spirit, and in fire; but the Spirit was in
them, and the fire sat upon them, and in this way
we are informed they were baptized.

Neither does the case recorded in Acts viii. 88,
where we are told **they weut down both into
(Eis) the water, and came up out of (Ek) the
water,” prove baptism by immersion; for we find
this word Eis no less than ten times in this
eighnh chapter of Acts, in none of which is it

more frequently from than owt of, and consc-
quently the argument arising from the sonnd of
the Euglish expression caunot be relied on with
any degree of certainty. If the passage had
been rendered, ‘“ They went down fo the water,
and came up from the water,” as it might bave
been with great propricty, we should not, in that
case, have heard of an argument for immersion
grounded on this part of the Scripture, and yet
the original would have been precisely the same.
The truth is, we are not informed in this, nor
any other case of baptism recorded in the New
Testament, that any of the parties went under
the water; and should we, therefore, grant that
it is proper to translute Z2%is into, still the mode
of baptism would tfot be determined; for Philip
went {Eis) iuto the water, as well as the Eu-
nuch, yet vo one would contend that ke went
under.

It follows, then, that the use of the Greck
prepositions does not decide the mode ot bap-
tism; that they are quite as favorable to pour-
ing or sprivkling as ey are to immersion; and,
cousequently, that we ought to examine the spir-
itual emport ot this ordinauce if we desire to come
to the correct conclusion of this subject. No
mere outward rite can be of any use to us, ex-
cept so fur as it is a token of some inward or spir-
itnal blessing; and we think it evident, from the
Word of God, that the true spiritual biessing,
represented by water baptism, is the baptism of
the Holy Spirit.  Acts i. 5, “Johu traly bapeized
with water, but ye shall be baptized with the
Holy Ghost not many tlays hence.”  Joln iii. 5,
“ Except a man be boru of water, and of the Spirit,
be cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 1
Cor. xii. 13, “ By one Spirit are we all baptized
iuto one body.”

Now, as the Holy Spirit is constantly said in
Scripture to be given by pouring out, or fulling
upon, it is evident that the water ought to be
applied in like manner, in order to afford it a (it
representation of the spiritual blessing signified
by this ordinance. The difference between Bap-
tists and Pedobaptists on this point is simply
this, the former think that the person ought to
be dipped under water, while the latter believe
that the water ought fo fa/l upon the person.
Some writers and preachers speak ag if Pedubap-
tists differed much among themselves becanse
some sprinkle and others pour; but this is a wis-
take, for in both of these ways the water falls
upon the person in haptism, and consequently
they amount to the same thing. Aund what i3
more to the purpose, we find, in many parts of
the Scripture, that the bestowment of spiritual
blessings is likened to both ponring and sprin-
kling of water.  Surely, then, men ought to
hesitate before they condemn this mode of bap-
tisay, by railing at it s a human invention, when
is is o plainly supported by a ‘“thus saith the
Lord.” S. 8.

Boone County Bible Society.

At a mecting of the Booue County Bible So-
ciety, anxiliary to the Aerican Bible Society, at
the Presbyterian church in Colwmbia, on the Tth
February, 1858, Rev. Doctor N. 1L Hull, the
President. called the mecting to order, and opeued
with prayer. :

The Secretary being absent, Nathan School-
field was appointed Secretary pro tem.

Rev. Mr. Noland, the Agent, then offered the
followingr, which was adopted :

Resolved, That we will proscente the work of
supplying the Holy Scriptures till every family in
Booue county is supplied with a copy.

_Mr. R. L. Todd then offered the following,
which was adopted :

Resolved, That we deprecate the action of the
Committee on Versioh of the American Bible
Society issuing auvy other edition of the Seriptures
than was contemplated by their Coustitution, and
that such wsurpation of power and acts, ontside
of their assigned sphere, tend to diminish our con-
fidence as to the application of funds confided to
their charge to the only proper olject, to wit, the
circulation of the Seriptures in the version in com-
won use at the formation of the Society.
Resolved, That we have read with interest the
proceedings of a meeting of the Society held at
New York on 14th January, 1858, aud carnestly

ard edition has heen adopted.

- Resolved, That in all purchases of Bibles for
this auxiliary socicty, our officers be requested to
order aund receive none but those editions of the
Scriptures issued prior to the revised edition of
1851.

On motion it was ordered that thesc resolutions
be published in the St. Louis Presbyterian and
Christian Advocate, and a copy sent to the Sce-
retaries. .

The society then proceeded to the clection of
officers and managers for the ensning year, when
Doector Paul Hubbard was duly clected President,
Rev. R. L. McAfee Viee President, Mr. Thomas
B. Gentry Seeretary, Me. James H. Parker Treas-
urer, and Milton S. Mathews, Doctor N. H. Hall,
Nathan Schoolfield, Henry Crumbaugh and B.
MecAlister Managers.

The mecting then closed with prayer by the
Rev. Mr, Noland, N. H. Hawr, Prest.
N. SchoorrieLp, Sce. pro. tem.

A Reugiovs Proxvscranexto.—DBishop Bay-
ley, the Catholic Bishop of New Jersey, has is-
sued 2 mauifesto, to be read in ali the churches,
in which he calls attention to drankards and
dealers in liquor. Leaving to the puastors the
choice of the particnlar means to be used, he
suggests that cach should keep a list of the
drundkards and liguor dealers in his ehurch. He
says:

“I am detcrmined to make use of the most so-
vere measures against all who are addicted to this
seandalous and destractive vice; aud if they cons
tivue in the practice of it, they must do it us out~
casts from the Catholic Church, who have ua
right to the name of Catholic while they live,
nor to Christian burial when they die”

bope that the first resolution offered by the wa-

tra::luted inlo, save in this 38th verse. And as
to the coming up-vwd of (k) the wate F-haWg =i/5.
already shown that this word)is translated much o ’a

jority of “the special committee on the newstand-




